Kashrus Alert!
Chatam Sofer Hechsher

ADAR, 5785 /| MARCH 2025

Products with the Hashgacha
of Badatz Chatam Sofer Bnei Brak
(Free Translation of Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu’s Letter)

In response to the many that have inquired regarding
the status of Badatz Chatam Sofer Bnei Brak, a
representative of the Chatam Sofer Bnei Brak kashrut
certification appeared before the national kashrut
committee of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel which
oversees imports. During the hearing conducted for him
and the Aloun brothers (two brothers that over saw the
certification of Chatam Sofer Bnei Brak products in
France and Spain), it became clear that the certification
for wine, brandy/ cognac, fish products, butter, and
cheese products was given based on supervision and
oversight that did not exist, relying on reports from
unreliable and uninformed individuals (the Aloun
brothers), that have no Kashrus knowledge. These
products are certainly not "Mehadrin”, and there is
serious concern that they are not kosher at all.

It is important to publicly announce that it is forbidden
to use any imported product of the above listed items
(imported from France and all wines from Spain), with
the Chatam Sofer Bnei Brak certification, even if it
states "Mehadrin min HaMehadrin" (strictly kosher).
Even if it says "approved by the Chief Rabbinate of
Israel.” These products should be thrown into the trash
or returned to the store they were purchased from.

Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu - Cheif Rabbi of Tzefat
Member of the national kashrut committee of the
Chief Rabbinate of Israel which oversees imports.
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It is important to note that the Hechsher below is found on
many products that also have the Chatam Sofer hechsher
on them. However, since it is a reliable hechsher, the
product is fine. In general, at times a product may have
multiple Hechsherim on it. As long as there is one that is
reliable, the product is acceptable.
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Below are just a few examples of wines under the
Chatam Sofer Hechsher that are NOT acceptable.
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Below are just a few examples of Cognac under the
Chatam Sofer Hechsher that are NOT acceptable.
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Below are just a few examples of Cognac under the
Chatam Sofer Hechsher that are NOT acceptable.
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GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING TO THE
SURGEON GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT DRINK
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY
BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2
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Below are just a few examples of Cognac under the
Chatam Sofer Hechsher that are NOT acceptable.
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Below are just a few examples of Cognac under the

Chatam Sofer Hechsher that are NOT acceptable.




